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The closure of physical classrooms forced educators and students to swiftly transition to online
learning platforms. This shift, though initially challenging, has accelerated the adoption of
digital tools and platforms. Teachers have embraced a variety of online teaching methods,
making education more accessible and flexible. The necessity of remote learning prompted
educators to explore innovative teaching methods. Virtual classrooms, interactive multimedia
content, and collaborative online projects have become integral parts of the higher education
landscape. Teachers are employing a diverse range of technological tools to create engaging
and effective learning experiences. Students, too, have risen to the occasion by developing
digital literacy skills. The pandemic has necessitated proficiency in online research,
collaboration, and communication. Students are increasingly comfortable with e-learning
platforms, virtual discussions, and collaborative online projects, preparing them for a tech-
driven future. The virtual nature of education during the pandemic has facilitated global
collaboration. Students and educators are engaging in cross-cultural discussions, joint projects,
and knowledge exchange with peers from around the world. This interconnectedness has
broadened perspectives and enriched the learning experience.

While the COVID-19 pandemic disrupted the conventional higher education paradigm, it also
catalysed a transformation towards a more adaptable, technology-driven, and globally
connected educational ecosystem. The resilience, innovation, and commitment demonstrated
by teachers and students during these challenging times have not only mitigated the immediate
impact of the crisis but have positioned higher education for a more dynamic and inclusive
future. The lessons learned during this period will likely shape the evolution of education for
years to come.

Keeping all the above in mind university has planned to organize a webinar on technology
driven education and the one-day webinar aimed to address the challenges faced by teachers
and students in the state of Chhattisgarh regarding online teaching and learning in the wake of
the COVID-19 pandemic. Held amidst a nationwide lockdown, the event brought together
seven Vice-Chancellors from various universities to discuss the critical issues and potential
opportunities.

The expert speakers at the webinar were the Vice-Chancellors of prominent universities of
Chhattisgarh and other part of the country, namely:

Prof. R.P. Tiwari, Vice-Chancellor, H.S. Gour Central University, Saugar



Prof. Prakash Mani Tripathi, Vice-Chancellor, IGNTU Amarkantak

Prof. Piyush Ranjam Agarwal, Vice-Chancellor, Awadesh Pratap Singh University, Rewa
Prof. K.L. Verma, Vice-Chancellor, Pt Ravishankar University, Raipur

Prof. M.K. Verma, Vice-Chancellor, CSVTU, Bhilai.

Prof. G.D. Sharma, Vice-Chancellor, Atal Bihari Vajpayee University, Bilaspur

The Vice-Chancellors emphasized the importance of online teaching and learning during the
pandemic and agreed to provide necessary training to both teachers and students. They
highlighted the need for developing courses in both English and Hindi, ensuring that the e-
content is easily understandable to students. The speakers acknowledged that technology can
significantly enhance the quality of higher education and stressed the ongoing training
programs in online mode across the state.

Dr. H.S. Hota, the convenor of the program, shared initiatives taken by universities to train
teachers and students for online education. He mentioned that the Department of Computer
Science and Application organized numerous webinars in April 2020 and planned to conduct
more in the future. Dr. Hota also highlighted a 15-day workshop organized just before the
pandemic in collaboration with ICT Academy, IIITDM Gwalior on ICT for teaching and
learning.

Prof. G.D. Sharma emphasized that universities in Chhattisgarh are actively supporting
students and teachers in learning online tools and software. He acknowledged the pivotal role
universities play in adapting to the new normal of online education.

The concluding remarks and vote of thanks were delivered by Dr. Sudheer Sharma, the
Registrar of the university, expressing gratitude to all the speakers, participants, and organizers
for their valuable contributions.

The webinar provided a platform for Vice-Chancellors to share insights, discuss challenges,
and propose solutions for technology-driven higher education in Chhattisgarh during and after
the COVID-19 pandemic. The consensus was on the pivotal role of online education and the
need for continuous training to ensure effective teaching and learning in the digital era. The
commitment of universities to support students and faculty during these challenging times was
evident, promising a positive transformation in the higher education landscape of the state.
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